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The term “nanofabrication” encompasses the myriad of techniques that can be used to make 

nanostructures, but only a small subset can make the transition to economic viability that defines 

“nanomanufacturing”.  I will discuss some of the process-related criteria, such as speed, yield, precision, 

defectivity, and flexibility, as well as economic criteria, such as market size and cost margin, which must 

be considered when determining whether or not a fabrication process might be suited to manufacturing.  I 

will illustrate these concepts through examples taken from the semiconductor industry and our own work 

on DNA-directed assembly [1 – 4]. 
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